IN THE CREASE

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE AIHA

ISSUE 6, FEBRUARY 2009

Welcome all players, parents, officials, coaches, managers, spectators and fans to the first
Auckland Ice Hockey newsletter for 2009.

President’s Message

What a great summer we have had, and the ice hockey season is just around the corner.
This Pre-season newsletter will tell you what to expect so read the information carefully and mark
your diary with the important dates.

The Ice Blacks will be playing 2 games against HC Storm, a team from Vassa in Finland, at Botany in
March. Look for details later in this newsletter.

The Ice Blacks will then be competing at the IIHF World Championships Div Il in Dunedin, 10 - 16
April. You can follow their progress on www.iihf.com/channels0809/wm-iii

They play Luxembourg, Turkey, Greece, Mongolia and Ireland. You might like to consider going
down to support their campaign to win Gold and promotion back up to Div Il

More information is available on www.nzicehockey.co.nz/iihfchampstitle.html

There will be a number of changes for the 2009 season. Premier hockey will start late  February
and run through to the end of May. This will allow an extended National league competition to run
uninterrupted from June to early September.

Peewees and Juniors will continue to play on Monday evenings but Midgets will play on Tuesday
evenings. The Peewee Rep team will play in the Midget League on Tuesday nights and the Midget
Rep Team will play in the Junior League on Monday nights.

National Champs are being held in Auckland. Senior Non Check and Women 28 — 30 August.
Juniors, Midgets and Peewees 10 — 13 September.

/ \ Lack of qualified and experienced on ice officials is be-
coming a major problem. Unless we can find more peo-
ple willing to become referees urgently we may not be

& LT, able to provide referees for some games. Let me know if
you are interested in becoming a referee.

Have a great 2009 season.
\ www.rageproshop.co.nz ) Grant Hay
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Registration ‘09

The new season is almost here. So it's time to get organized and get
registered for 2009, either online or at one of the registration open days.

Online
Register to play or become an associate member of the AIHA. The
online process allows you to not only register, but to make payment us-
ing Visa or MasterCard.

J

Want your
company’s logo
here?

4 Newsletters

left this season.

Contact
Donna Currid to

discuss options

Just go to the AIHA website at www.aiha.org.nz click on the

© paymentenpress

logo, and follow the instructions from there.

Note that for all Junior, Midget, Peewee and Atom (i.e. born 1991 or af-
ter) age group players you will need to register in the age group relating
to your date of birth — dispensations either up or down grades will be

evaluated before the season begins.

Open Days

For those technophobes who don’t want to re%ister online, we're taking
registrations on the weekend of the 14™ & 15™ March at the rinks. The

details are:

Avondale Ice Arena

Saturday 14th March
5.00pm until 6.00pm

Botany Ice Rink

Sunday 15th March
6.00pm until 7.00pm

LAST DAY FOR REGISTRATION is Monday 16th March
— or a $15 late registration fee applies

Which Age Group Am I?

Birth Year

Born before 1991

Born before 1991

Born 1991, 1992, 1993
Born 1994, 1995, 1996
Born 1997, 1998, 1999
Born after 1999

Grade

Premier

Senior Non Check
Junior (U19)
Midget (U16)
Peewee (U13)
Atom (U10)

Contact

premier@aiha.org.nz

snc@aiha.org.nz

junior@aiha.org.nz

midget@aiha.org.nz

peewee@aiha.org.nz

atom@aiha.org.nz
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Fees for 2009

18 years & under SNC & Premier
As at 31 December 2009
(per player) (per player)

Due: 16th March or $15 late fee applies Due: 8th March or $15 late fee applies
Registration Fee: $70.00 Registration Fee: $100.00
Up Front Ice Time: $160.00 Up Front Ice Time (Prem only): $160.00
TOTAL in March: $230.00 TOTAL in March: $260.00

Peewees and Midgets Premiers:
Balance of Ice Fee 31st May:  $310.00 Progress Payment 31st March: $107.50
TOTAL for season $540.00 Progress Payment 30th April:  $107.50

TOTAL for season $475.00
Juniors

Balance of Ice Fee 31st May:  $240.00 Senior Non Check:
TOTAL for season $470.00 Balance of fees paid as a team payment
TOTAL for season $

This means that all Peewee, Midget & Junior players need to pay registration and a portion of
the ice time costs NO LATER than 16th March, and the balance NO LATER than 31st May.

NOTE: Parents join as Parent/Guardian members with the registration of a Peewee, Midget or
Junior player for FREE (at the time of registration).

SNC and Premier players also need to pay registration and the first portion of the ice time NO
LATER than 8th March. Your League Directors will advise you of the payment schedule for the
balance soon after that. It's very important that Auckland Ice Hockey have all players paid up by
the above dates, as we need to have sufficient funds to pay Paradice for the ice time we use.

THERE IS A LATE PAYMENT FEE OF $15.00
FOR ALL REGISTRATION FEES
NOT PAID BY THE 16" MARCH

THERE IS ALSO A 10% PENALTY FOR LATE PROGRESS OR
BALANCE PAYMENTS

Payment Options

Cheques — Please make your cheque payable to the AIHA
Internet — Payments made to: AIHA ANZ Account 01-0281-0088503-000

(Quote your name in the “Reference” field)




IN THE CREASE

Peewee, Midget and Junior Leagues

Welcome to the 2009 Season

Well, we are going to start this year with a hiss and a roar!!!
We have some large projected numbers for the Midget and Junior Leagues this season.
As a result of these numbers we need to make some changes.

Peewees will remain the same as last year with a 4 team competition.

For Midgets and Juniors we will be running a 6 team competition in each of the leagues.
The 6 teams will consist of 5 teams, with the 6™ team being the Peewee and Midget
Representative teams.

In order to make a 5" team in the league we may have to move a few players out of their
existing teams. If we have to do this we will contact the effected players before we make
those changes.

Due to these changes we are having to shift game times and days. The format will be 2
games at one rink and 1 game at the other rink, with the second game alternating each
week between rinks. This means that all 6 teams will play one game each week and there
will be no byes.

To accommodate these extra games we have shifted Midgets game night to Tuesdays.
Peewee and Midget trainings remain on Sunday mornings.

Juniors will still train on Tuesday but they will only train every other week, the reduction in
Junior fees reflects this change.

Adding the Peewee and Midget Reps into the leagues allows them to play many more
games together before they face their foes at the Nationals.

Junior Reps will be playing regular games against senior teams on a
Thursday evening at Botany. The Adelaide-based
South Australian
From Your League Directors Kangaroos will play
Sue Fraser — Peewees against an Auckland
Leesa Terlesk — Midgets Peewee team on
Graham Bidios — Juniors 25th April. Watch out
for further details

New Game Schedule Trainings

PEEWEES PEEWEES

Remains the same Remains the same

Monday Avondale 6:10 to 7:10pm Sunday Avondale 7:00am to 8:00am
Botany 6:15to 7:15pm Botany 7:00am to 8:00am

MIDGETS MIDGETS
Tuesday Avondale 6:40 to 7:40pm Sunday Avondale 9:20 to 10:20am
(2™ Game time 7:50 to 8:50pm) Botany 8:15 to 9:15am
Botany 6:45 to 7:45pm
(2" Game time 8:00 to 9:00pm) JUNIORS
Remember the 2" game time will alternate between Tuesday Avondale 7:50 to 8:50pm
Botany and Avondale every second week

JUNIORS
Bot 7:50 to 8:50
Monday Avondale 7:20 to 8:20pm olany everyoseconrc)in\:veek

(2" Game time 8:30 to 9°30pm)
Botany 7:30 to 8:30pm
(2™ Game time 8:45 to 9:45pm)

Remember the 2™ game time will alternate between
Botany and Avondale
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Peewee, Midget and Junior Grade Player

Evaluations

No Charge for Evaluations

All players intending to participate in Peewee, Midget and Junior grades
need to attend the evaluation sessions to be placed in a team. Evaluation
sessions are FREE.

These are compulsory for ALL Peewee, Midget and Junior players. We use
this information to help us put teams together for the new season.

On your arrival at the rink please report to the League Directors, they will
give you a number for your helmet. This will speed up the evaluations.

If you cannot make the evaluation session at your rink base PLEASE attend
the evaluations at the other rink.
Also note that you need only attend ONE evaluation session.

Pre Season Pickup Games for
Junior Grades (instead of skills training)

Charge of $10 per player per session

PEEWEES
Monday March 16™ Avondale
Monday March 23™ Botany

6:10pm to 7:10pm
6:15pm to 7:15pm

MIDGETS
Tuesday March 17" Avondale
Tuesday March 24" Botany

6:40pm to 7:40pm
6:45pm to 7:45pm

JUNIORS
Tuesday March 17" Avondale
Monday March 23" Botany

7:50pm to 8:50pm
7:30pm to 8:30pm

Peewee, Midget and Junior
Rep Trials

Due to changes in Peewee, Midget and Junior regular season format we are
running Rep Team Trials this year. These trials are for the respective age group
Rep Team Development Squad.

The Rep Team that plays each week will be chosen from the pool of Development
Squad players and will vary from week to week, at the discretion of the Rep
Coaches.

The final Representative teams will be announced later in the season.

Players wishing to be involved in the Rep Teams are encouraged to attend at least
one of their age group sessions, but are welcome to attend both Avondale and
Botany sessions.

The cost is $10 per session per player, payable on the night.

Avondale Based
Player Evaluations

Tuesday 31st March
Peewees:
6:40pm —7:40pm
Midgets:

7:50pm - 8:50pm
Juniors:

9pm - 10pm

Botany Based
Player Evaluations

Monday 30th March
Peewee:

6:15pm —7:15pm
Midgets:

7:30pm - 8:30pm

Juniors:
8:45pm - 9:45pm

Avondale Based
Rep Trials

Monday 6th April
Peewee:
6:10pm —7:10pm
Midgets:
7:20pm - 8:20pm
Juniors:
8:30pm - 9:30pm

Botany Based
Rep Trials

Tuesday 7th April

Peewee:
6:45pm —7:45pm

Midgets:
8:00pm - 9:00pm

Juniors:
9:15pm - 10:15pm




Congratulations and
good luck to the follow-
ing Auckland players
selected for the NZ Ice
Blacks. They will con-
test the 2009 World
Champs Senior Men’s
Div lll in Dunedin 10-16
April 2009 against
Ireland, Luxemburg,
Turkey, Greece and
Mongolia:

Zak Nothling
Rick Parry

KC Ball
Jordan Challis
Andrew Hay
Joshua Hay
Lyle Idoine
Richard Idoine
Mitchell Oak

Charlie Huber-reserve
Blake Jackson-reserve

- J
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2009 Premier Season

TRIALS

To all players interested in being part of the premier season, trials will be held at
both rinks to select the four 2009 Auckland Premier teams. All players, includ-
ing those registering for Juniors, are welcome to attend premier trials.

West Auckland Premier trials ($10 per player)
Saturday 7™ March Avondale rink @ 5.35 - 7.05pm
(Knights & Whalers based at the Avondale rink)

East Auckland Premier trials ($10 per player)
Sunday 8" March Botany rink @ 6.00 — 7.30pm
(Marlins & Sharks based at the Botany rink)

The 2009 premier regular season will start on the 14™ March & will run through
till the 2" May (Premier Final), with the NZIHL season then starting mid May.

COST FOR THE 2009 PREMIER SEASON

Total 2009 Premier fees $475 (which is made up of the following)

2009 Registration fee $100
Registration to be completed before the 8" March
N.B. all registrations after the 8" March will incur a $15 increase to $115

2009 Ice fees $375

- $160 to be paid with registration & balance paid before following dates
- 2" payment of $107.50 due by 31 March

- 3" Payment of $107.50 due by 30™ April

2009 NZIHL team - West Auckland Admirals will be selected from the two Pre-
mier teams based out of the Avondale rink (Knights & Whalers)

2009 NZIHL team - Botany Swarm will be selected from the two Premier teams
based out of the Botany rink (Marlins & Sharks)

It will be compulsory for all 2009 NZIHL players to also play in the Auck-
land Premier league to be eligible for NZIHL selection. (The only exception
to this rule - itis not compulsory for the 2009 Ice Blacks to play in the Auckland
Premier League but they are always welcome).

2009 Premier Team Management

As always AIHA are looking for 1 manager for each Premier team.
If you are interested please send me an e-mail at premier@aiha.org.nz

AIHA has experienced growth across all levels & as such we are in need of more:

= Coaches

= Assistant Coaches

= Referees = Off Ice Officials

Above are needed for all 3 of our junior leagues U13, U16, and U19 Leagues (you also get paid to coach
or become an on or off ice official). If you're interested please send me an e-mail at premier@aiha.org.nz

If you have any questions regarding premier hockey please send me an e-mail and | will endeavor to an-
swer it. Thank you for your support last year & | look forward to a competitive, action packed 2009 Pre-

mier season.

See you at the rink
Karl Peni

Premier League Director
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Senior Non Check 2009

We are less than a couple of weeks away from the start of our 2009
SNC season and this year is shaping up to be even better than last
year.

Last year, we moved to a 3 tier system which sought to increase the
level of competition by grouping our 18 teams into three different tiers
based on the relative skills of the teams.
Based on the feedback we have received this shift has been very suc-
cessful. We are hoping to build on that success this year.

Keep checking the
The season will run from the last weekend in February to mid-October. AIHA website to
Pre-season will see each team getting 3 games which will allow manag- find out what’s
ers to review their teams and for us to ensure that each team is in the happening locally:
right tier for them. Regular season begins around Easter running until
about mid-October (every team will get 20 regular season games). All
SNC players are required to be members of the AIHA ($100) and the ice
fees associated with playing this year will depend on the number of
players your team has and how many trainings your team decides to
have.

- latest news

- hockey events

- league statistics
(as the season
progresses)

- links to NZ and
International
hockey sites

- and much more

Like last year, there is a burning need for more referees and the SNC
represents the biggest group of potential volunteers in Auckland hockey.
We really need to step up and get some people involved in refereeing or
we are going to be hard pressed to find enough referees to manage our
season. Its good exercise, great skating practice, an opportunity to get
a better understanding of the rules, you get paid (not heaps, but still
enough to buy beer with), and most of all it will be good for our league.
AIHA will be purchasing referee equipment — this means that you can try
being a referee without having to fork out cash for kit — what have you www.aiha.org.nz
got to lose? If you are interested, send your details to

snchockey@gmail.com

In light of our referee shortage, we will again be cracking down quite
heavily on the ‘referee abuse'. Only the managers and the captains of a
team should be talking to the refs and in a way that is constructive as
opposed to abusive. Feel free to have a good solid whinge with the
boys over a beer after the game but let’s leave it at that.

For those players who have never played SNC (e.g. Under 19’s, Under
16’s, Premier players), if you are keen to give SNC a go, contact me at
snchockey@gmail.com and give me your contact details. | will forward
your name etc., onto the managers of teams looking for more players.

Thanks for your support last year and here’s hoping that this year will be
even better than last year.

Shawn Henry
SNC League Director
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NZ U18

Congratulations and
good luck to the
following Auckland
players selected for
the New Zealand U18
team to compete in the
2009 IIHF World U18
Champs Div Il held
in Chinese Taipei 27
Feb — 5 March:

Andre Dowman
Michael Hopkinson
Michael Atwell
Jordan Challis
Dylan Dickson
Todd Elder

Andrew Gouldstone
Remi Sandoy
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Referee-in-Chief, Coaches &
Managers Needed for 2009

Nominations are sought for the following positions:

. Referee-in-Chief

. Swarm Co-ordinator and Admirals Co-ordinator

. Admirals Assistant Manager

. National Women’s team Assistant Manager (2 year appointment)
The National Women’s team is looking for an Assistant Manger. Applicants for
this position require the knowledge & experience to assist the Manager and be
able to achieve this over the next two years. For further details & application form
please contact: Jerome Raateland on satelliteguy@paradise.net.nz

In addition we are looking for coaches, assistant coaches and managers
to take on the responsibility and challenge of leading our League and
Auckland Representative teams.

Please contact your League Director if you are able to help.

Contact details can be found on page 10 of this newsletter or on the AIHA
website www.aiha.org.nz

Officials Needed for 2009

\Franz Vogel /

NZ U20 \

Congratulations to the
following Auckland
players who were
selected for the New
Zealand U20 team.
Unfortunately the team
will not be travelling to
the World Champs this
year:

Zac Nothling
Sam Boniface
Jeremy Chai
Jordan Challis
James Herbert
Richard ldoine
Blake Jackson
Martin Lee
Sam Moses

A big thanks to all the officials for their efforts last year and we hope to
see many back again this year for the 2009 season.

All players, partners, parents and friends are invited to consider becom-
ing further involved in hockey by enlisting as an official. We are always in
desperate need of both on-ice and off-ice officials. Officiating can in-
crease your overall knowledge of the game and is a rewarding experi-
ence which allows a whole new perspective to the

game. As well, there is financial compensation for both

referees and score bench personnel.

A basic coaching course is again planned for this year
and those of you who missed out last year will be con-
tacted to attend.

If you are interested and would like to find out informa-
tion, please contact Andreas Kaisser at tco@aiha.org.nz

Have a great season!!

-

Can You Help?

Auckland Ice Hockey is always in need of dedicated hard working volun-
teers who are keen to help out to ensure the sport runs smoothly in the
region and continues to grow in the right direction.

If you can offer your services in any, way, shape or form we would love to
hear from you.

Please contact Grant Hay on 027 493 1565 or at president@aiha.org.nz
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NZIHE

The New Zealand Ice Hockey League enters it's 5th season this year with
the 2009 season expanded to 2 full rounds. Each team will play the other 4
teams at home and away, resulting in an even playing field compared to
previous seasons. This will increase the total number of games from 27 to
41.

For our Auckland teams this means 4 home games each and only playing f \
each other twice (once in each rink). Attention all

See the schedules below and come show your support for the Auckland- statisticians

based Botany Swarm and West Auckland Admirals. NZ Ice Hockey League

are looking for a new

2009 Botany Swarm Home Games statistician so if you are

able to assist with

All games at Paradice Botany a) C?Tpiﬁlng the NZtIHIt-
V)R T B stats please contact:

Gunther Birgel via email
Round -1 guenther.birgel @fb.co.nz

Sat 13 June 2009 - Botany Swarm v Dunedin Thunder
Sun 14 June 2009 - Botany Swarm v Dunedin Thunder

Round - 2 K j
Sat 20 June 2009 - Botany Swarm v Southern Stampede

Sun 21 June 2009 - Botany Swarm v Southern Stampede

Round - 6

Sat 25 July 2009 - Botany Swarm v West Auckland Admirals

Sun 10 Aug 2008 - Botany Swarm v West Auckland Admirals

Round -7

Sat 1 August 2009 - Botany Swarm v Canterbury Red Devils

Sun 2 August 2009 - Botany Swarm v Canterbury Red Devils

2009 West Auckland Admirals o Wll”i

Home Games Admirals

All games at Paradice Avondale ] Final — 1v 2

5th/6th Sept
Venue: TBA

Round - 3

Sat 27 June 2009 - West Auckland Admirals v Canterbury Red Devils  5.30pm
Sun 28 June 2009 - West Auckland Admirals v Canterbury Red Devils 5.30pm North vs South
Round - 4

Sat 4 July 2009 - West Auckland Admirals v Dunedin Thunder 5.30pm 26th Sept
Sun 5 July 2009 - West Auckland Admirals v Dunedin Thunder 5.30pm Venue: TBA

Round - 8 \ /
Sat 8 August 2009 - West Auckland Admirals v Southern Stampede 5.30pm

Sun 9 August 2009 - West Auckland Admirals v Southern Stampede 5.30pm

Round - 10

Sat 22 August 2009 - West Auckland Admirals v Botany Swarm 5.30pm

Sun 23 August 2009 - West Auckland Admirals v Botany Swarm 5.30pm




IN THE CREASE

ATHA Board of Directors 2009

President: Grant Hay 027 493 1565
Vice President: Tim Ellis 021 648 090
Director of Ice Hockey: Andreas Kaisser 021 208 0459
Director of Finance: Doreen Tham 021 171 1031
Director of Marketing: Donna Currid 021 255 4282
Director of Administration:  Yvonne Hanham 021704 472
Director of Premier Hockey: Karl Peni 021 511 002
Director of SNC Hockey: Shawn Henry 021 309 417
Director of Junior Hockey: Graham Bidois 021213 7749
Director of Midget Hockey: Leesa Terlesk 027 580 2010
Director of Peewee Hockey: Sue Fraser 027 471 4920
Director of Atom Hockey: Grant Hay 027 493 1565
Learn to Play Director: Grant Hay 027 493 1565
Board Secretary: Bernie Gouldstone 021 102 7205
Head Coach: Andreas Kaisser 021 208 0459
Referee in Chief: TBA

2009 National Championships

president@aiha.org.nz
vp@aiha.org.nz
tco@aiha.org.nz
treasurer@aiha.org.nz
marketing@aiha.org.nz
admin@aiha.org.nz
premier@aiha.org.nz
snc@aiha.org.nz
junior@aiha.org.nz
midget@aiha.org.nz
peewee@aiha.org.nz
atom@aiha.org.nz
atom@aiha.org.nz
secretary@aiha.org.nz
coach@aiha.org.nz

Auckland will be hosting the 2009 National Championships for all grades

(except Premiers). These will be held 28-30 August for Senior Non-
Check and Women and 10-13 September for Peewees, Midgets and

Juniors.

For more details check back in later newsletters or on www.aiha.org.nz

closer to the time.

ATHA Team Selection Policy
(except SNC)

Competitive hockey is about balanced teams and maximum enjoyment.
Achieving 100% equality among all teams is improbable. There are so

many variables — player interaction, coach’s abilities, player’s skills im-

proving at different rates during the season to name a few.

However, for the benefit of the game and the players we must try. This
means that for 2009 players will not necessarily be in the same teams or
with the same coaches as in 2008.

The process for team selection will be:

Two evaluation sessions will be held for each age group — all play-
ers need to attend one of the 2 sessions.

Evaluators will be responsible to evaluate one particular skill for all
players in each age group to maintain consistency.

Every player will be given a fair opportunity to demonstrate their
ability in: Skating, Passing, Shooting & Puck Handling.

Evaluation results will remain confidential and won’t be published.
Goaltenders will be evaluated specifically on goaltending skills.

The League Director and one coach from each team will meet to
form teams. The aim is to form balanced teams, which will provide
a balanced competition as far as possible.

CAR BOOT SALE

AVONDALE RINK
10:00am-11:00am

Bring your old

some, buy some!

SUNDAY 22 MARCH

hockey gear and sell
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Upcoming Events — for your Calendar

Details -
Date Rink Time see page...

March 7th ~ Premier Trials Avondale 5:35-7:05pm

March 8th
March 8th
March 14th
March 15th
March 16th
March 16th
March 17th
March 19th
March 21st
March 22nd
March 23rd
March 24th
March 30th
March 31st
April 6th
April 7th

Premier Trials

Premier & SNC Registrations Due
Registrations at Rink (or via ClubHub)
Registrations at Rink (or via ClubHub)

Peewee/Midget/Junior Reg & Ice Time Fees Due

Peewee/Midget/Junior Pick-Up Games
Peewee/Midget/Junior Pick-Up Games
Ice Blacks vs HC Storm

Ice Blacks vs HC Storm

Car Boot Sale

Peewee/Midget/Junior Pick-Up Games
Peewee/Midget/Junior Pick-Up Games
Peewee/Midget/Junior Evaluations
Peewee/Midget/Junior Evaluations
Peewee/Midget/Junior Rep Trials
Peewee/Midget/Junior Rep Trials

Botany

via ClubHub
Avondale
Botany

via ClubHub
Avondale
Avondale
Botany
Botany
Avondale
Botany
Botany
Botany
Avondale
Avondale
Botany

6-7:30pm

5-6pm
6-7pm

NZ ICE BLACKS vs HC STORM

The Ice Blacks will play two games against HC STORM, a visiting
team from FINLAND, in Auckland. The first game is Thursday 19

March at 7:00pm at Paradice Botany. The two teams will meet

again two nights later on Saturday 21 March at 5:00pm again at
Paradice Botany.

As a member of the AIHA you are entitled to special discounted

admission prices for the Auckland games by purchasing tickets
through ClubHub. For AIHA members tickets for these great
games will be just $12 per adult and $5 per child. Bring all your

friends along.

Don't forget to keep up with the Ice Blacks on their website

www.iceblacks.com

ICE BLACKS

Sponsors Needed

Auckland Ice Hockey
is always on the
lookout for
sponsors.

If you would like to
help in any way or
know anyone that
could, please contact
Donna Currid to
discuss possible
options.

SETH
marketing@aiha.org.nz




