AUCKLAND A’S 2009 Friendship Tour to Hachinohe, Japan - April 
We departed Saturday, April 25th with Air New Zealand on a 12 hour non stop flight to Narita arriving at 4-30pm local time. Processing at Auckland International airport with our group check in saw us through in 40 minutes with no excess baggage charges. This had been a real concern even with our 30kg allowance.

It was a full flight, but as a bonus each passenger had their own TV console which kept our guys entertained for most of the trip. Their behaviour was exemplary..
The kids played well and really enjoyed their hockey. The results were mixed but, against all odds, they beat the unbeaten Hachinohe North side Team 1-0. This game was streamed live over the internet with most parents catching it here in NZ.

Results

Auckland A’s  5   Southern Knights

1
Win

Auckland A’s  2   Tomakomai Victory
8
Loss
Auckland A’s  0   Ice Crocs 


5
Loss
Auckland A’s  1   Aldergrove Bruins 
6
Loss

Auckland A’s  3   Johnson Govenors 

11
Loss

Auckland A’s  1   Hachinohe White Bears 
12
Loss

Auckland A’s  1   Hachinohe North Side 
0
Win - this was a huge result for us

Auckland A’s  5   Canterbury Kiwis 

7
Loss
Libby-Jean Hay was picked as our MVP from the Auckland A’s and received a really cool award. Well done Libby.

Many thanks to all of the traveling supporters, there were too many name. Everyone of you guys were there to help and support when the need arose. Cheers people

The tournament organizers left nothing to chance, the whole event ran like clockwork -
from taxis for team staff to shuttle buses, to information to and from the homestay parents.
It was just so well organized. 

Rod White

